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Course Description

This Weekend School course will take place at The People’s Seminary in the Skagit Valley of ngton
State, 172 hours South of Vancouver. The People’s Seminary is a theological reflection and training
center tied to Tierra Nueva, (an ecumenical ministry to Mexican migrant farm workers, prisoners and
ex-offenders).

The objective of this course is to develop a Biblical, theological and pastoral understanding of what
constitutes effective prophetic ministry in church and society. The prophet Joel’s famous oracle
announcing God’s eventual pouring out of the Spirit on all flesh to empower a universal prophetic
movement is quoted by Peter to explain Pentecost. Paul’s admonition to “earnestly desire the spiritual
gifts, especially that you might prophesy” has been understood in very different and often divisive
ways, many of which have Biblical support. The church is seriously divided between theologians and
practitioners who emphasize the prophetic calls to “do justice and love mercy” and “defend the widow
and the orphan” and charismatic Christians who listen for God in order to “give a word to the weary”
(Isa 50:4-5) and bring encouragement to the body of Christ (1 Cor 14). Social prophetic voices like
Martin Luther King Jr., Oscar Romero, John Perkins and Bruce Cockburn and their adherents are often
worlds away from prophetic streams within the charismatic movement and apocalyptic-oriented
Christians expecting an imminent rapture. While some read the prophets to determine their agenda
resisting the IMF and USA, others seem primarily concerned with hearing a personal word of direction
or determining a blueprint to identify current events in the Middle East as signs of the end times.

This course will provide a survey of the prophetic streams found within Scripture, in dialogue with
contemporary voices in the global church that emphasize various dimensions of the prophetic. This
course will seek clarity on how the Biblical prophets receive their call, hear God’s voice, communicate
God’s Word to God’s people and to the powers and deal with opposition. Included in this course will
be presentations and discussions on discerning between God’s voice and that of the “false prophets”,
the relationship between the Old Testament prophets and the work of Jesus and ministries of the
apostles. Students will be helped to develop an understanding of the prophetic which includes “social
prophetic” concern like social advocacy on behalf of the marginalized and oppressed, resistance to the
powers, and “charismatic prophetic” practices like hearing and communicating words of knowledge for
encouragement and healing, “prophetic evangelism” and spiritual warfare.

Lodging and breakfast will be provided for $25.00 per day at New Earth Refuge or the Benson
Farmstead Bed and Breakfast in Burlington. Other meals will be had at or near The People’s
Seminary.



Course Outline

January 13-14 Biblical survey of how Old Testament prophets like Abraham, Moses, Samuel,
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Amos, Jonah, and others receive their initial call, hear he voice of God,
receive revelation through dreams and vision and communicate their oracles to the people and the
powers. Students will be introduced to movements for social transformation and contemporary
practices within the charismatic movement that help people hear God’s call and voice drawing from
Old Testament prophetic steams.

February 10-11 Biblical survey of how the New Testament draws from the Old Testament prophetic
streams in the life and ministry of Jesus and the Apostles in the Gospels and Acts.

March 10-11 Biblical survey of Paul’s teaching on the gift of prophesy and its use in the early
church. On this final weekend students will examine contemporary practices inspired by Biblical
understandings of the prophetic with the objective of exercising discernment and developing a holistic
understanding and practice.

Academic Requirements and Time Investment

3 crhrs
Lectures 36 hrs
Reading 53 hrs (1050 pp)
Term Paper 38 hrs (18-20 pp)
Book Reviews 8 hrs (2 @ 2 pp)
TOTAL 135 hrs

Assignments:

1) Required Reading & Book Reviews:
Students will be required to read in preparation for each class and write two book reviews (2 pp
each) on 2 of the required texts. Students will be expected to participate in class discussion and
be prepared for an occasional quiz on required reading. 1st Book Review DUE: February
14/06
2nd Book Review DUE: Feb. 28/06

2) Term Paper:
A 18-20 page term paper, integrating exegesis of a particular Biblical text with a reflection that
seeks to integrate the social and charismatic notions of the prophetic. DUE: Mar 15/06

Evaluation

Book Reviews 30% (2 @ 15 %)
Term Paper 70 %Bibliography
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