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Course Description

Every interpreter of Scripture has a theological perspective that prizes certain Biblical texts and 
interpretations and has difficulties with others.  At the same time there are many Biblical texts 
that are so familiar that they cease to surprise and communicate anything fresh and challenging. 
Difficult texts and worn-out stories vary from one interpreter to another depending on their 
theology and interpretive approach.  What is a troublesome text for one might provide needed 
support for another.  A worn-out story for one person may breathe new life into another.  Yet 
there are many texts that are particularly “toxic” to people on the margins of society.  Those who 
lead Bible studies, preach or in any way minister with marginalized people (inmates, drug users, 
the homeless, gay/lesbian/transgender, or anyone submerged in a context of oppression), and 
those who work with the mainstream are invited to come to struggle together to read 
troublesome texts and worn-out stories for Good News.  Students are invited to come prepared 
with their own list of difficult and dull texts.  It is clearly impossible in one course to find good 
news in every “bad news” Biblical text or resurrect every “dead” one.  This course will present 
strategies for facing both the dark and the dull places of the Bible by examining numerous texts. 
South African New Testament scholar Prof. Jonathan Draper will present NT texts while The 
People’s Seminary instructor Bob Ekblad will present Old Testament interpretations.  

The course follows naturally from TPS’ Real World Theology: Assumptions for Reading the 
Bible as Good News.

Class Outline

TROUBLESOME TEXTS
1. Can judgment be good news?  Reading with all the lives not safe inside Noah’s Ark.
2. Is God punishing his servant instead of us in Isaiah 53?  
3. The Female Body as City: the powerful woman as whore and the passive woman as bride in 

Revelation 17:1-18 (compare 2:18-29; 12:1-16; 18:1-24; 21:9-14).
4. The Mark of the Beast: On Whose Forehead?  Revelation 13:11-18 (compare 18:1-24; 19:20; 

20:4; 21:8; 21:27; 22:11, 15).
5. Christian Jihad: Theodicy or Human Legitimation of Vengeance? Revelation 6:1-16 

(compare 8-20; esp. 19).

BIBL  : Troublesome Texts and Worn-out Stories – Ekblad & Draper - Page 1 of 4
WORN OUT STORIES



1. Genesis 1:1-3  Un-burying “In the beginning”  Bob Ekblad
2. Exodus 20:1-17 Dancing with the Decalogue.  Bob Ekblad 
3. Matthew 1:1-25  God and the Ancestors: Scary Skeletons in a Nazareth Family Cupboard. 

Jonathan Draper
4. Luke 17:11-19  A Question of Miracles and Gratitude or of Solidarity and Selfishness? 

Jonathan Draper
5. Luke 16:19-31  Rich Man and Poor Lazarus: Why was the beggar outside the gate? 

Jonathan Draper

Academic Requirements and Time Investment

1.  Students are expected to come prepared with a list of their most troublesome texts & worn-
out stories with brief descriptions of why these passages cause them difficulty or no longer 
surprise them.
2.  Students are required to write a 15-20 page paper presenting an exegesis of either their most 
troublesome Biblical text or least interesting “worn-out” story. 
3.  Students are required to turn in three two-page book reviews on books of their choice from 
the required reading list.

Lectures                             24 hrs
Presentation                       10 hrs 
Final paper                         40 hrs
One-page paper critiques   16 hrs
Required reading                45 hrs 

Total                                135 hrs

Evaluation

By letter grade, on the basis of weekly class preparation, participation, presentations and final 
paper.
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